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Saving searches and creating alerts in healthcare databases

In Advanced Search you can save searches to run on a future occasion, or create Alerts to receive email notification of newly published articles on your search topic. 

Saving searches

Use Delete Selected Searches to edit your Search history so that only the search steps you wish repeated are displayed. The search will re-run exactly as saved. Once deleted search steps cannot be retrieved. Make sure that you leave all parts of the required search, i.e. do not delete Search number 1 if you later search for 1 AND 2. In the example below, unnecessary steps have been selected from a search, and can be deleted by clicking [image: image6.png][ oecere seiecTen searcres ]
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To save the remaining search strategy, click[image: image7.png]‘SAVE SEARCH HSTORY.



 



On the subsequent screen give your search a meaningful name and click SAVE
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To retrieve and re-run a saved search, select My saved searches from the log-in box on the left.  A list of your saved searches will then be displayed.  Select the one you wish to re-run and click [image: image8.png]
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Creating Alerts 
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If you set up an alert, references which match your saved searches will be emailed to you. You can set the alerts to arrive weekly or monthly, for example. To create an Alert, follow the same steps as described above, but when you save your search, click      

   instead. 
Alternatively, you can create an alert from the SAVED SEARCH HISTORIES screen shown above by clicking [image: image10.png]| D |




In the CREATE NEW ALERT form enter the email address you would like your alert to be delivered to. Choose a document type and frequency of alert from the drop down menus and click [image: image11.png]SAVEALERT
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You can delete saved alerts, view the ALERT HISTORY and run alerts by clicking on My Saved Alerts and selecting 


    or
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June 2008. Adapted from Using healthcare databases, created by NLH Search 2.0 Representatives Group. 
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