Fact Sheet - What is a Public Health Observatory ? 
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APHO – the Association of Public Health Observatories. 

The Association of Public Health Observatories (APHO) represents a network of 12 public health observatories (PHOs) working across the five nations of England, Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland.

www.apho.org.uk/
Public health observatories were launched in 2000 by the Chief Medical Officer to promote better use of health-related information according to the roles set out in the Government White Paper "Saving Lives: Our Healthier Nation".

Their stated aim is to support local bodies by: 

· Monitoring health and disease trends and highlighting areas for action 

· identifying gaps in health information 

· Advising on methods for health and health inequality impact assessment 

· drawing together information from different sources in new ways to improve health 

· Carrying out projects to highlight particular health issues 

· Evaluating progress by local agencies on improving health and cutting inequality 

· Looking ahead to give early warning of future public health problems 

To do this they will:

· make it easier to access data and information about public health in the region 

· provide support and help to people wanting to use such information in appropriate ways 

· provide analysis in order to improve our understanding of the health, and the factors which influence health, within the region 

· work in partnerships with other organisations to make sure we can access the best expertise and influence the way information is used in policy and strategy development. 

PHOs hold, for example, local population profiles, census data, maps, morbidity, mortality and  infant death tables, hospital activity, statistics on levels of cancer, heart disease, obesity, drinking and drug taking, social inequality, teenage pregnancy, diabetes, STIs and in many cases give national and local comparative data.
YOUR LOCAL OBSERVATORY   www.erpho.org.uk
ERPHO has an interest in health inequalities and social inclusion and a national lead role for primary care and public health methodology.[image: image2.png]Y



 
ENGLISH REGIONAL OBSERVATORIES
Eastern Region PHO
www.erpho.org.uk
East Midlands PHO
www.empho.org.uk
London Health Observatory
www.lho.org.uk
North East PHO
www.nepho.org.uk
North West PHO
www.nwph.net/nwpho/default.aspx
South East PHO
www.sepho.org.uk
South West PHO
www.swpho.nhs.uk
West Midlands PHO
www.wmpho.org.uk
Yorkshire & Humber PHO
www.yhpho.org.uk
SPECIALIST OBSERVATORIES
National Obesity Observatory

www.noo.org.uk
Mental Health Observatory

www.nepho.org.uk/mho
The Injury Observatory

www.injuryobservatory.net
The Child and Maternal Health Observatory

www.apho.org.uk/default.aspx?QN=CHIMAT_HOME
N.B.

Some of the more detailed data held on the PHO websites, such as ward level data and small area statistics, are available by password access only, but a simple online registration process will grant you this access. Please note this will be authorised by email within 2-3 working days.
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