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Shrewsbury and Telford Health Libraries

TRIP (Turning Research into Practice) www.tripdatabase.com
Exercises
If you have not already done so, open your browser and go to the TRIP website, which is at www.tripdatabase.com. For these exercises, we will be using the default ‘Evidence Based Medicine’ search.

1. Carrying out a simple search

Carry out a search to answer the question ‘Are antibiotics effective in reducing infection after a dog bite?’

What keywords would you use?
2. Filtering your search results 

Once you have carried out the search from question 1, filter the results using the options in the blue box on the right of the search screen, to:
· Systematic reviews

· Guidelines (Europe)
Feel free to try different filters as well if you wish. Only one filter at a time can be used.

3. Viewing conclusions and full-text

· Choose an item from your search results where the conclusion is available (indicated by the [image: image1.png]


 icon) and click on the blue icon to display the conclusion. If there are no items available displaying the [image: image2.png]


 icon, try a different filter.
· Choose an item from your search results that interests you, and click on the title to see the full text (where available).
4. Carrying out a search of relevance to your own practice on TRIP
You may need to go back to the TRIP database if you have another window open with full-text in.

· Think of a scenario you have faced in your clinical practice and carry out a search using appropriate keywords.
· Carry out the steps from the previous exercises (for instance, try filtering the results in different ways, viewing conclusions and viewing the full-text of items of interest).
5. Further exercises

If you complete the above exercises, try these either during the training if there is time, or later on to build on what you have learnt.

· Try carrying out your search from exercise 4 using different keywords to see what difference it makes to the results. 

· Carry out a further search based on a situation in your clinical practice, using appropriate keywords. 

· TRIP also allows you to search for journal articles in PubMed using the links in the blue sidebar under ‘Medline Articles’. These are divided into treatment, diagnosis, systematic reviews, prognosis and etiology. Try clicking on these links to see what results you get in PubMed.
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