Appendix 2

Group activity sheets

Group 1

Search 2.0 advanced search activity

Getting there

· Log into the NLH using your NHS Athens username and password

· Follow the Books, Journals and Healthcare Databases link

· On the next screen follow the Healthcare Databases Advanced Search link

· Select the Medline link

Thesaurus searching

· In Medline, run a thesaurus search on ‘bereavement’.

· View the scope note, then hide it. Please comment about any difficulties or issues with doing this, or any other relevant observations.

· Select the term Bereavement, exploding it and choosing Major descriptor.

· Now repeat the above search, but this time also select the term Aged, then deselect it BEFORE clicking Search.

What happens? Can you find a solution to this?

Group 2

Search 2.0 advanced search activity

Getting there

· Log into the NLH using your NHS Athens username and password

· Follow the Books, Journals and Healthcare Databases link

· On the next screen follow the Healthcare Databases Advanced Search link

· Select the Medline link

Thesaurus searching

· In Medline, run a search on ‘eczema or atopic dermatitis’, mapping to thesaurus.

What happens? 

· Can you suggest a way of getting round this problem?

· Any other comments?

Group 3

Search 2.0 advanced search activity

Getting there

· Log into the NLH using your NHS Athens username and password

· Follow the Books, Journals and Healthcare Databases link

· On the next screen follow the Healthcare Databases Advanced Search link

· Select the Medline link

Using limits

1. In Medline, run a search on ‘eczema or atopic dermatitis’ in title and abstract.

2. Run a search on ‘corticosteroid*’ in title and abstract.

3. Combine the two searches with AND. Is it obvious how to do this?

4. Now apply the following limits: 

· Preschool child (2-5 years) 

· Publication type: Clinical Trials, all

Is it obvious how to do this? Please list any difficulties or unexpected behaviour you found and any solutions you came up with. (If you get stuck at this point, ask me and I’ll come and help). 

1. Switch off the limits.

Again, please list any difficulties or unexpected behaviour you found. How did you solve these?
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Group 1 – Thesaurus searching
· In Medline, run a thesaurus search on ‘bereavement’.

· View the scope note, then hide it. Please comment about any difficulties or issues with doing this, or any other relevant observations.

Scope note cannot be hidden once it is displayed. Clicking Cancel removes the original search query. The possibility of using the browser’s Back button was suggested but the group did not actually try this out. 

· Select the term Bereavement, exploding it and choosing Major descriptor.

· Now repeat the above search, but this time also select the term Aged, then deselect it BEFORE clicking Search.

What happens? Can you find a solution to this?

Although the second term is deselected, the search engine still includes it, combining it with the first term using OR. No satisfactory solution was found other than re-running the first search and ensuring no mistakes are made when selecting thesaurus terms. 

Group 2 – Thesaurus searching

· In Medline, run a search on ‘eczema or atopic dermatitis’, mapping to thesaurus.

What happens? 

A message is returned saying ‘Unable to retrieve thesaurus’.

· Can you suggest a way of getting round this problem?

Do each part of the search separately and combine steps using OR.

· Any other comments?

Surprisingly little overlap between terms – surprised there weren’t more records in common. Not many thesaurus headings returned. Scope notes not good. 

Group 3 – Using limits

· In Medline, run a search on ‘eczema or atopic dermatitis’ in title and abstract.

· Run a search on ‘corticosteroid*’ in title and abstract.

· Combine the two searches with AND. Is it obvious how to do this?

Quite straightforward and intuitive. The only unexpected behaviour was the title and abstract field selection in the first search reverting to title only every time a new search was started.

· Now apply the following limits: 

· Preschool child (2-5 years) 

· Publication type: Clinical Trials, all

Is it obvious how to do this? Please list any difficulties or unexpected behaviour you found and any solutions you came up with. 

Seemed quite obvious.

· Switch off the limits.

Again, please list any difficulties or unexpected behaviour you found. How did you solve these?

It wasn’t really apparent how to turn the limits off as opposed to just hiding them. 

