NIMR Library halfhour.  Factsheet 

Intelligent Use of the Web
by Sabelo Mapasure

· Websites are not always what they seem

· Evaluate websites by checking: Who? What? When? Where? Why?

· Use Search Techniques to limit your search results

What is Good about the Web?

· academic publishing i.e. Peer reviewed, scholarly journals, 

· open access (online archives or institutional repositories), 

· bibliographic databases, 

· library websites etc.

What is Bad and Ugly about the Web?
· lots of inappropriate information - takes time and skill to weed out.

· fake websites, hoaxes, scams and legends.

· search engines do not search everything.
Website Evaluation Checklist

· Who? 

.org .ac .com .net .gov .int

· What? 

type and level of information are you looking for?

· When? 
How up to date is the information?

· Where?
.US .UK .ZA
· Why? 

Commercial, academic, political

www.who.is can help you find some answers to the checklist
Spotting the fakes, scams, hoaxes and urban legends
· www.snopes.com keeps a huge archive of examples of email hoaxes, myths, urban legends.

· www.oft.gov.uk/consumer/scams Advice on scams

· www.scumbusters.com 

· www.hoaxbusters.crac.org
Online Searching

1. Be specific as possible and use several search words. 

2. Use logical operators. AND, OR, NOT to combine terms 
3. Enclose phrases in double quotes e.g. “influenza bibliography”.
4. Combine Terms from general to specific depending on results.
5. Search specific sites from any search engine e.g. “influenza bibliography” site:co.uk
6. Use meta-search to go beyond Google.
7. Review your results and refine your search as required.
Search Engines

Meta-search allows you to search several search engines simultaneously, thus go beyond what the popular Google can offer. 

· www.metacrawler.com will search Google, Yahoo, MSN Search and Ask.

· http://www.dogpile.com/ will search Yahoo, Google, Live Search and Ask 

· http://clusty.com/ sorts results in clusters
· Need further help or information, please use the following resources:

· Internet Detective. http://www.vts.intute.ac.uk/detective/brief.html 
· NIMR Library Website - http://nimri.nimr.mrc.ac.uk/library/ 
· Contact the Library Team.[image: image1.jpg]
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