

Introduction


Why I Decided to Start a Blog
I had just started my new job in Lancashire Care as an Outreach Librarian for a Mental Health Trust.

It was my first job with the NHS and I had little experience in the field of mental health.

Where do you start? Firstly I familiarised myself with the subject area, by undertaking a few literature searches. The responses from the users were very encouraging and I used their negative and positive comments to develop the service I was providing. But at the back of my mind was the term ‘Outreach’. How could I share current awareness, research and  information, with the whole of the Lancashire Care Foundation Trust, I hadn’t even thought of the wider community yet!
At Lancashire Care we are almost a virtual service, covering 100 sites spread over the whole of Lancashire.  The problem I faced was how do I get myself known and promote the wide range of library services in less than 10 years?
Enter Kieran Lamb, a librarian, a ‘techie’ a thoroughly helpful library manager based at Fade Library, Liverpool.

Kieran has extensive knowledge, experience and his own blog; http://fadelibrary.wordpress.com
It is home to the North West Grey Literature Service. They provide a library service with a twist, rather than the readers coming into the library they send the information out to them.

My first thoughts in November 2007 were probably similar to yours. With limited technical expertise, how could I achieve such a high professional standard?  Have I got the time? Now, in April 2008, we have a blog with over 20,000 hits, a readership which is growing every day and I haven’t actually completed the marketing of this new service yet!
I now know it was worth the investment in time, energy and enthusiasm.  I have achieved more in 6 months than I could have done in 6 years and it’s not stopped.  It’s dynamic, evolving, exciting, it’s a ‘blogs life’, and it’s great!
http://lancashirecare.wordpress.com






