Finding the Evidence: An Introduction to Database Searching

Part 1

You and your colleagues have been asked to conduct a small research project on Attitudes towards assisted suicide in the terminal care setting.  Firstly you all decide to discuss and plan a search.

Your task is to plan a search for this topic by identifying appropriate search concepts and synonyms and combining them using AND and OR.  You will be required to feedback your search to the facilitator. 

Please use the table below to list your search concepts, synonyms and how you intend to combine your search terms.


Using the scenario above please list your search terms

e.g.  attitudes 



Can you think of any synonyms?

e.g. attitudes, opinions



Finally, show how you will combine your terms using AND and OR

e.g. attitudes OR opinions



Part 2

Keyword Searching

Using Medline try and conducting the following searches:

· Head injury AND epilepsy

· Aircraft OR Air travel AND pregnancy

· Leg ulcers AND aloe vera

· SIDS OR cot death AND passive smoking – restrict to English language

· Stammering OR stuttering AND early intervention – restrict publication date to 2-5 years 

· Breast cancer AND HRT OR Hormone replacement therapy – restrict by age group (45-64 years) and to English language.

· Have a go at searching for a topic of your choice!

Part 3
Thesaurus Searching
Searching using both keywords and thesaurus terms, try conducting one or more of the following searches:

· Does early mobilization after deep vein thrombosis increase the risk of pulmonary embolism?

· Is immunotherapy effective in preventing recurrent miscarriage?

· What are health professionals attitudes to family members witnessing resuscitation?

· What factors are associated with medication compliance among adolescents with diabetes?

· Is there an interaction between calcium channel blockers and grapefruit juice?
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