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Training Guide

Validity of Google Scholar Regarding Information for Patient

User Group: General Practitioners

Trainer: Ziba Nadimi 

Learning Outcomes: By the end of this training session, you will:

· Become familiar with structure of Google scholar and its advantages and limitations

· Be able to search it and evaluate quality of the information found

Using Google Scholar

What is Google Scholar? 

Google Scholar is a search engine that searches the Internet for “scholarly literature” (though Google Scholar does not define what “scholarly literature” is) that is available on the open web. Literature searched includes peer-reviewed papers, theses, books, abstracts and articles. These resources come from academic publishers, professional societies, preprint repositories, universities and other organizations. 

What is Google Scholar useful for?

· Old or seminal works 
· Grey literature and some online government reports
· Verifying citations

· Links to citations and abstracts or summaries of articles and books that cite the article selected

· Occasionally links to the full text of articles or books – though payment or a subscription fee is usually required

· Links to providers of journal articles and books – though these may not be local or even in the UK

What are the limitations of using Google Scholar?

· Scholar is not designed for comprehensive research or clinical questions.
· Scholar depends on libraries and publishers releasing resources for free to them for inclusion, therefore up to the minute research may not be there and Scholar should not be relied upon for up to date information.
· Google has not disclosed the size of the Scholar database which may influence results achieved and will give uneven coverage in some areas.

· Only a few articles are available immediately in full text for free. Usually a payment or subscription is required
· Google Scholar only searches the Scholar database. May be worth running the search in the Google web search engine as well to get the fullest results
Where else can I get full text resources?

· National Core Content (www.hilo.nhs.uk)

A range of resources available for free to NHS staff with an Athens password. A password can easily be obtained by registering online at the HILO website, clicking on the “Registration” tab, and completing an online form.

· Core Content list of journals, giving free access to full text journal articles. The “Journals” tab gives a full list of holdings with dates. 

· Dialog Datastar –  (“Databases” tab) searchable databases of  health related journal literature
· E-books – (E-books” tab) a searchable collection of full text – health related  textbooks available online
· National Library for Health (NLH)   http://www.library.nhs.uk/Default.aspx 

Includes resources for practitioners and patients and carers such as Best Treatments,  DIPEx, NHS Direct Online and Patient.co.uk   

· Scirus (www.scirus.com/srsapp)
Includes summaries of scientific and technical journal articles and selected science orientated web pages.  Searchable database that links to a PDF copy of the full text that is available for payment.

· Local healthcare library

Your local healthcare library has access to journals locally and can access journals in other libraries via inter-library loan. Please contact your local healthcare library for more information.

Google Scholar advanced search

Go to http://scholar.google.com/
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Advanced search

Clicking on the Advanced Search feature gives you the following form to fill in, which can help to make your searches much more accurate. There is also a section called Advanced Search Tips, which gives hints for searching.

Practice session – Keyword search

· Go to the Advanced Search form in Google Scholar

· Try searching for information on the treatment of flat foot in children since the year 2000
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Search results

On the search results page you have the option of sorting the results by “Recent Articles” to help find newer research more quickly.
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How results are ranked on Scholar
· Not ranked by date

· Not necessarily ranked by relevance (eg does not look for systematic reviews, RCTs etc and put these first)

· Ranked by the number of citations that are made to the article by other publications

· Chooses “the most useful references to appear at the top of the page” – according to Scholar
Looking at the results:
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Pediatric flatfoot evaluation and management - group of 5 »

JA Sullivan - Journal of the American Acadeny of Othopasdic Surgeans, 1999 - jaaos. org
.. managerment is rarely indicat- ed for a true flexible flatfoot .. Although parents are
often concermed about pediatric flat- foot, the child is usually found ...

Cited by 16 - Web Search - BL Direct

Flexible Flat Feet in Children: A Real Problem? - group of 3 »

A Garcia-Rodriguez, F Martin-Jiménez, M___- PEDIATRICS, 1999 - pediatrics.org
... estimated as 675 006 DD pesetas (54 447 422 in US currency). Key words:
children, flexible flat feet, treatment cost effectiveness. ...

Cited by 6 - Cached - Web Search

Idiopathic toe walking: a comparison of treatment methods - group of 4 »
1 Sticker, JC Angulo - J Pediatr Orthop, 1996 - pedarthopaedics. com

.. change in ankle DF after treatment with casts ... one dissatisfied parent whose child
continued to ... no significant association with flat feet, foot pain, outtoging ...

Cited by 11 - Web Search - BL Direct

The efficacy of tone-reducing features in orthotics on the gait of children with spastic diplegic ... - aroup of 4 »
& Crenshaw, R Herzog, P Castagno, J Richards, F - J Pediatr Orthop, 2000 - pedorthopaedics. com

....an orthotic contact surface with a floor made flat by posting the ... Efiects of

ankle-foot orthotics on functional motor performance in a child with spastic ...

Cited by 19 - Web Search - Library Search - BL Direct
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(1)The efficacy of tone-reducing features in orthotics on the gait of children with spastic diplegic … - (2)group of 4 »
S Crenshaw, R Herzog, P Castagno, J Richards, F … - J Pediatr Orthop, 2000 - pedorthopaedics.com 
... the tip of the toes but has a flat foot plate ... Coordinated treatment in cerebral palsy:
where are we today ... on functional motor performance in a child with spastic ... 
(3)Cited by 19 – (4) Web Search – (5)Library Search – (6) BL Direct
Article links – what do they mean?

(1)Title – Links to the abstract of the article, or when available on the web, the complete article.
(2)Group of –  finds other copies of this article that are provided by different suppliers

(3) Cited By – Identifies other papers that have cited articles in the group. 
(4) Web Search – Searches for information about this work on Google by using limited search terms from the title 

(5) Library search - locates libraries which have a physical copy of the work – though may not be a UK library!
(6) BL Direct  - Direct link to British Library to purchase the full text of the article
Search by author

Put author’s name in quotation marks: “s crenshaw”. To increase the number of results, use initials rather than the full first name or just the surname.
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Search by title

Put the papers’ title in quotation marks: “Efficacy of tone reducing features in orthotics”. Scholar automatically finds the paper as well as other papers that mention it.
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Managing Citations

· Citations can be added to bibliography managers: RefWorks, RefMan, Endnote & BibTeX. On the Google Scholar homepage, go to Scholar Preferences page and select your preferred citation format in the “Bibliography Manager” section

Search tips

For more in depth searching for evidence, other resources such as Dialog databases, the Cochrane Library and the National Library for Health may be more appropriate.



This guide was written by

Linda Crawley & Ziba Nadimi 

on behalf of CLIST
www.londonlinks.ac.uk/working_groups/clist_index.htm
Click here for advanced search form.





Look at this article more closely





For further information please contact your local healthcare library:














Limit your search to specific years. 


Be aware that some web sources do not include publication dates, in which case Scholar will not find article. 





Search by author





Search by keyword(s)





Search by journal title or publication
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