Combining search terms: the use of AND, OR and NOT in an Internet search engine environment
Assessment exercises
For the first three questions please tick one answer only.

1.
For the search poverty and crime which statement best explains the search operator AND?:
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Used to retrieve items containing both search terms
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Used to retrieve items containing either search term or both

Used to retrieve items containing either search term but not both
2.
For the search poverty or crime which statement best explains the search operator OR?:


Used to retrieve items containing both search terms


Used to retrieve items containing either search term or both

Used to retrieve items containing either search term but not both

3.
For the search poverty not crime which statement best explains the search operator NOT?:

Used to retrieve items containing either search term but not both  


Used to retrieve items containing poverty but not crime

Used to retrieve items containing crime but not poverty 
For the following three questions (4 – 6) please complete the following search statements by writing AND, OR or NOT in the blank spaces.

4. You want to find information on whether acupuncture can help people give up smoking
acupuncture  _________  smoking
5.
You want to find information about addiction to alcohol in either children or teenagers
children _________  teenagers  _________  addiction  _________  alcohol
6.
You want to find information on the use of maggots to help wound cleaning in cases of MRSA but not gangrene
maggots _________  wound  _________  MRSA  _________  gangrene

For the following three questions (7 – 9) please write the highlighted search terms in the relevant search boxes.

7.
You want to find items about diabetes and pregnancy.

8.
You want to find items about stress or anxiety but want to exclude any about depression.

9.
You want to find items about diet or nutrition for tackling obesity in children.

For the final three questions (10 - 12) you are given a standard search statement using Boolean operators.  Indicate how you would enter the same search strategy using the main search box on GoogleTM.  Please tick one answer only.

10.
cancer and screening not prostate 

cancer screening not prostate

cancer screening -prostate

cancer and screening -prostate
11.
breast or prostate and screening 

breast OR prostate screening

breast prostate and screening

breast or prostate screening
12.
salt or sodium and hypertension not elderly 


salt or sodium and hypertension -elderly

salt OR sodium hypertension not elderly

salt OR sodium hypertension -elderly
Thank you for completing this assessment exercise.  Please leave the sheet on your desk at the end of the session.
Mary Last (Student ID 06055382)
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