K101: Information literacy session.  June 23rd 2009

Exercise 3: Google advanced
Using www.google.co.uk, answer the following questions.
1. Compare the number of results you get when typing in common cold compared with “common cold”.

2. How do the hits compare between just searching “myocardial infarction” with entering “myocardial infarction” OR “heart attack”.  (Note: the OR does need to be in capitals).
3. Go to the advanced search screen and use any combination of the first four lines of search boxes to search for:
a) Information on eating disorders in men

b) Local information aimed at teenagers on drug and alcohol misuse

c) Information on cancer screening, excluding breast cancer
There is not necessarily any right on wrong answer to these.  You may want to try more than one way to search for the information
4. Further refine some advanced searches using the domain or site search facility:

a) Information on incontinence in multiple sclerosis from UK not-for-profit sites

b) Guidelines on managing clostridium difficile from NHS websites
c) Information on screening for prostate cancer from the NHS Choices website www.nhs.uk
d) Information on cancer referrals on the Department of Health website www.dh.gov.uk
e) Information on your course on the Open University website.

5. For fun - look yourself, or someone you know, up on the web.  Think of ways of refining your search to help you find the person you’re looking for.
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