Do You Know the Difference?

A Three Minute “Test Your Own Knowledge” Quiz
Answer Sheet
Here are the ‘correct’ answers but do remember that publications can have some of the features of one category and others from the other category. The range may be more of a continuum rather than a black and one distinction.
The real lesson to be learned is to be sure to evaluate your sources of information before using them in your research projects.
1. Scholarly publications are written by free lance journalists.
False

Typically scholarly publications are written by academics or scholars in the field. The author’s credentials are usually listed in the document itself.
2. Popular publications typically report and analyze the results of research.

False

Scholarly publications document and discuss the results of original research. They are one of the primary methods used by researchers in a field to communicate the results of their research to others in the field.

Popular publications typically report current events, news, contemporary issues, opinions or they may summarize a topic of general interest. It is one of the primary ways to communicate information to the public.
3. Scholarly publications often use technical language.

True

As mentioned, scholarly publications are one of the primary methods used to communicate the results of original research. The assumed audience, therefore, is other scholars or experts in the field. As a result, the language is often technical and specific to the discipline of that research.
4. Popular publications often have titles that seem very technical and specialized.

False

No popular publications tend to have to have catchy titles that will easily capture the attention of their audience – the general public. 
Scholarly publications, however, tend to use technical, specialized titles that enhance scholarly communication.
5. Scholarly articles typically have a bibliography or footnotes.
True

Yes, a scholarly paper will document its sources of information which allows the reader to trace the information on which the paper is based. The newer paper will then be cited in future research papers by other scholars in the field. This creates a cycle of information use which forms the basis of scholarly communication and the method by which knowledge advances in a discipline.
6. Popular publications go through a review process and are often referred to as “peer reviewed” or refereed.

False

No, popular publications tend not to be reviewed or if they are, they are reviewed by the general editor not a specialist (peer) in the topic.
7. Scholarly publications are often glossy with lots of pictures.

False

Scholarly publications are more likely to be in black and white, with a plain and practical appearance. They usually have few pictures and little if any advertising.
Popular publications, however, are often glossy, colourful and have lots of advertising.
8. Popular publications are available on newsstands.

True

Yes this type of publication is available on newsstands or supermarkets.

9. To prepare a research paper in an academic setting I would mainly use scholarly publications.

True

Yes. In academic environments emphasis is placed on scholarship. Evidence of good scholarship is the use of good quality sources of information for research. An expert or scholar in an area of research should always evaluate their sources of information before incorporating them into their work. Evidence of good research is the inclusion of a literature review, thoughtful analysis of the issues and conclusions, supporting documentation if available and a list or bibliography of the information used to produce the paper.
10. Popular publications are usually published by research organisations, universities or professional organisations.

False

Popular publications are usually published by commercial, trade and for-profit enterprises. That is why they often include so much advertising.
Scholarly publications are published by professional organisations, universities, research institutes and scholarly presses.
Please leave on the desk when finished. 

This is an anonymous quiz but if you want feedback you can write you name on the back of this form. 
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