COURSE CODE:  CMP071N

FACILITATING INFORMATION LITERACY EDUCATION (FILE)

COMPONENT 4:  INDIVIDUAL TRAINING SESSION

The aim of the session was to provide a refresher on referencing for Year 3 medical students, and an update on referencing electronic resources, to ensure that their BSc projects were well-referenced, and their marks / grade maximised.  Timing was at point of need, to ensure motivation and maximise retention.

Learning outcomes were that, by the end of the session, the students would be able to:

· List the main reasons for referencing their work

· Reference information from electronic resources, using the Harvard style

Because the session was short (15 minutes), the outcomes were limited to 2. (good)
The assessment strategy was two-fold: I first tested the group verbally on what they had remembered from their Year 1 introductory session (give 3 reasons for referencing).  This both engaged the audience right from the start, plus confirmed correct answers.

Next I introduced new content (referencing e-resources), with worked examples.  To assess what the students had learnt, they were given 7 questions (Appendix 1) to work through in 10 minutes, with a handbook for reference while the answer sheets (Appendix 2) enabled self-marking.

Finally, students evaluated the effectiveness of the session by completing a form, part ranking, part free comment.

Results (details in Appendix 3): all students rated the session very good (60-70%) or good (20-30%), with less than 10% rating pace, handout and self-test only adequate.  Comments on the most useful part of the session showed that learning outcomes and assessment strategies were clearly understood.  But it was not possible to know whether they were fully achieved as I did not review the completed question sheets.  On reflection, I should have collected these, or designed an online quiz, so that I would have a record of the answers.

Least useful suggestions for improvements: fewer questions / more time.  On reflection, I would omit questions on reasons for referencing (already asked at beginning of session), and allow more time for examples, and for students writing out references, as this gives them an indication of complexity.  I should have trialled the test first on a mock audience.  I will do this before I run the session again. 
To summarise, feedback and observation showed that the students engaged well with the training, and the learning outcomes were achieved.  But the session could be improved with either more time or fewer questions in the assessment exercise, with results returned to the tutor.

	A very comprehensive assessment of the session supported by a clear evaluation strategy. You have taken into account all of the feedback from your audience (although I would not put too much emphasis on the statistics given the small size of the group) and show clear reflection on how to improve the session in the future.   

 Distinction


