Dissertation Plan, Example 1


Working title of the Dissertation

An ICT after-school Club on King’s Fisher Estate: a feasibility study

Brief review of the Literature 

ICT and the Information Society (Gayner Eyre (2003), “Prepare the young for the Information Society”

Government programmes tackling 

Basic skill deficiencies (Dept of Education and skills) digital/information divide (Ukonline; New Deal for Communities- ict training)

After-school provision to promote literacy, lifelong learning, independent learning

Investment in schools for Information Age

Funding by Gov

Neighbourhood Renewal Fund 

New Deal for Communities
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Library Association (2001) Ambitions for Britain: A briefing for the Library and Information Sector, (Libraries and information issues for Labour’s second term), London
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Reseach objectives 
Is there a need and the support for an ICT after-school Club? Reasons

What ICT programmes would be appropriate for this community? What works?

Where can it be located and what would the costs be to set up keep it running?

Who can fund it?

Research strategy

Mixed-method approach: qualitative and quantitative

· survey, questionnaires with closed and open questions (Objective 1 and 2)
to find out whether there is a need and support for the project and their reasons;  ask people in what way they think ICT could be better used 
· interview (Objective 2, 3 and 4)
local Community Volunteer Sector to identify: appropriate funders and similar projects
organisations to find out what appropriate ICT programmes: look at organisations offering similar programmes; look for what is on offer by Government
local authority to explore possible locations
local service providers for project’s location
Reflection on ethical issues

The purpose of this research is to complete a Masters level Dissertation and to investigate the possibility of the community of Holly Street Estate with a youth facility.  Participants will be made aware of this. 

Timetable 

Feb – March: Literature review; create questionnaire to interview local Community Volunteer Sector to identify similar projects and appropriate funders

March –April; create, pilot and distribute questionnaires to Community; contact organisations to find out what appropriate ICT programmes

April – May: Look at organisations offering similar programmes; look for what is on offer by Government

May – July: Analyse primary and secondary collected data 

August – mid-Sept: writing up
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