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Dissertation Plan

Please complete all the sections of this plan and ensure that your personal details are correct so that the assessment result can be added to the students’ record system (results will be posted on the AIR page a week after the submission date)

	Personal details:

	Student’ surname and initial
	

	ID number
	Email

	Plan structure: 

	Working title of the dissertation

	

	Brief review of the literature and list of references (200 words maximum)

	Summary of the main topics generated by the literature and supported by appropriate references (have you given an overview of the debate found in the literature on the topic you wish to examine?).

	Research Design (300 words maximum)

	Your research needs to take into account  practical environmental constraints such as  time and resources. These factors will influence your selection of a breadth or a depth approach which we have explored at the beginning of the semester. You must also outline the general rationale for selecting the research design. When completing this section address the following questions:

· Are the research objectives clearly articulated, measurable, and do they reflect the nature of the investigation?

· Do the methods and sampling strategies map onto the objectives?

· Why is the approach used appropriate to the research?  Here you should identify the methodologies used by other researchers working in similar areas of investigation. In Information Management, like in other social sciences, Real World Research and the qualitative approach are generally preferred. However, this does not preclude empirical or theoretical dissertations. 

Consult the following references to explore the issue of validity:

Robson, C. (1999) Real World Research, Blackwell, pp: 66-76, 

Silverman (2001) Interpreting Qualitative Data, Sage Publications, 2nd edition, see Ch. 13 on Validity and Reliability

Also read the good/bad examples of a dissertation plan and the Research tale on the AIR  page (top right-hand column).

	Reflection on Ethical Research issues  (100 words)

	Are there any ethical issues to be considered? eg working with respondents who cannot give consent, such as minors, or general issues of ensuring anonymity of the respondents and gaining their consent to participate in the research. 

Consult one of the Ethical Guidelines found on the AIR page (BERA; BPS; BSA)

Robson, C. (1999) Real World Research, Blackwell, see Ch.2 Developing a proposal and Code of Conduct 

	Timetable:

	You need to give an indication of the schedule you intend to implement. I would strongly advise you to keep a research diary to record all the activities undertaken from the topic formulation stage to the completion of the investigation. 

The schedule should follow the delivery of the dissertation and include activities undertaken during the class-based part in the first semester which covers October to December and the independent study stage covering January to mid September (submission date tbc).


