Examples of personal statements for the AIR proposal, 2006


Jo Blog has 26 years experience in public libraries with 14 years in Mobile Services. He describes his work with socially isolated housebound users as a lifetime commitment rather than just a job. His experience has shown him that on-line services give housebound people a chance to feel included socially as well as offer the ability to participate in the information community. His professional expertise in the field gives him the knowledge and incentive to help improve their quality of life. During his career he has seen the positive effects on the lives of those who have embraced IT and therefore recognises that library and information services to this user group can be greatly enhanced by identifying and overcoming IT fears.

Alice Green has been working in public libraries for three years, as a library assistant and during this time she has observed a number of negative attitudes and perceptions exhibited by some library personnel towards teenagers who are also library users.  She is currently working as an outreach librarian, and in this position has the opportunity to work closely with adolescents, recognising the potential libraries can have in enabling teenagers to develop lifelong learning attitudes.   Alice’s professional experience and her personal commitment to working with marginalised user groups such as teenagers make her a suitable candidate to carry out this proposal.

During the last ten years as a part time information specialist I have focussed primarily on research relating to the inclusion (or exclusion) of subgroups within society. This study is inherently fascinating as the subject appears to cover people from across the entire spectrum of society (from retired to the wealthy) and yet receives none of the press usually reserved for more reactionary subgroups within our society.

Francis White has over five years experience of working in an academic library as an information assistant at Poppleton University. Prior to a library career Francis has worked for the NHS and Poppleton County Council supporting adults with learning disabilities in their daily lives and has developed considerable experience in this area. Francis has a special interest in disability awareness in academic libraries and is currently responsible for the provision of library services for dyslexic students at Poppleton. 

In addition to the large number of Library staff who work for the thirteen different Libraries which are located within the London borough of Poppleton, casual staff are also recruited on a regular basis who would be willing to help out in the literature review, data gathering and analysis and in the dissemination process so there would be no shortage of Library staff in that respect.

The applicant has worked as a library and information professional at a major academic research library for 7 years.
Personal statement with tutor’s comments (in orange text)

Jane Smith has worked over 5 years in Public Libraries; throughout her employment she has seen many changes in the OPAC System (OK but you need to make it explicit that you have the right professional expertise for the project). Anecdotal evidence so far has highlighted negative attitudes from Library Users about the new OPAC System (and how does this link to your research?). Therefore this research project will be fundamental in evaluating the OPAC System and establishing users needs; using the appropriate research methods that have been outlined. Clare believes that the OPAC should be accessible for all to allow for ‘Open Access’.

Interest in the importance and value of national archives and life-long learning began while studying in [country]. Access to public services such as computer based learning in universities, libraries, museums and public collections has been invaluable to minority groups and those from disadvantaged backgrounds, as are access to other archival or learning media (books and journals).  As a part-time student, studying Art History and Psychology by correspondence, I would meet other students in the university library, after work, to study and access information over the web. Most of us did not have computers or internet at home. Interactive websites such as the NGL, with its heritage collection, were important academic motivators to us, as images and information became more easily accessible. Most people, in western society, can take computer based learning for granted but poorer countries are reliant on continued research into improving distance learning. Disabled and disadvantaged communities worldwide can also benefit from this research. (Objs 1 & 2) (this does not tell me why you’d be a suitable person to  conduct the research)
