Brief:

Students write a short piece about the importance of IL and why they should attend LILAC. The criteria you use to judge are which is the best written most convincing and most deserving!

Applicants need to write a (maximum 500 words) statement about the importance of information literacy and how attendance at the LILAC 2008 conference will be of benefit to them in their future career. The successful applicant will be expected to maintain a conference blog over the three days. 

Example 1:

“Information literacy is knowing when and why you need information, where to find it, and how to evaluate, use and communicate it in an ethical manner.” (CILIP, 2008)
I believe it is important that information professionals have good information literacy skills  because without the ability to judge the reliability of the information they handle, the value of the information they provide is compromised. I believe that it is especially important to the role of the public librarian because good information literacy practices could be disseminated to more people and possibly eventually lead to a more information literate society. After attending some of last year LILAC talks I had already noticed the significance to my role as public library Assistant, most notably the effects of John Dolan’s presentation on the Blue Print for Excellence. 
Example 2:

I am currently in the first year of a part-time M.A. in at University College, London. I also work  as a part-time Library Assistant at both the *************. I previously gained a 2.1. in History and English at ********** in  2004, and spent 12 months in 2005/06  teaching English Language at  ***********  University in China. 

The opportunity to be part of such a distinctive and challenging event as LILAC 2008, is very exciting, and would be a real boost to my continuing professional development.  The mix of keynote addresses on major themes like ‘The Net Generation’ and ‘Diversity and Social Justice’ alongside more practical workshop sessions is very stimulating, and I would particularly welcome the chance to learn from professionals from across all sectors of information provision. Studying and working in a range of different settings has convinced me of the central importance of the role of information literacy, in a world where so much information is available in so many new and constantly changing formats.   

At the ************* I am part of the Information Literacy team where we are engaged in supporting the information needs of busy professionals by helping them develop personalised development plans through which they can take responsibility for their own learning.  It is a relatively new team and its formation in 2006 and the growth of such events as the LILAC conference indicate that Information Literacy is now becoming a permanent and pressing issue for libraries. Only this week Ian Rowlands, is quoted in the Guardian arguing that “the younger generation is technologically more literate but not more information literate”’ and that  is “a challenge that must be tackled by libraries and education more widely”. As Rowlands points out, Information Literacy does not simply relate to the mature student or the technophobic; as the sea of information grows both in print and electronic format  so does the need for practical strategies which will enable users to locate reliable and quality information. 

At work and in my own studies I have become aware of the importance of sharing approaches to effective information literacy, as well as the need for information professionals to listen to each other and learn as much they can from the kinds of innovative strategies described in events like LILAC. The challenge of maintaining a conference blog is daunting, but it would make me practice what I see as one of the key principles of information literacy, clear and effective communication. Previous conference reports have been very impressive, but a blog would also allow the opportunity for feedback and alternative perspectives, and the promotion of ongoing dialogue and debate between participants, together with the chance to contribute links and other relevant sources. 

Example 3

Application LILAC 2008 Student Award

Information is all around us. This simple statement describes a crucial feature of the information society. Since the rapid development of the World Wide Web (starting in the mid-1990s) we are confronted with an “unimaginably large public information resource not even remotely comparable with anything which had gone before”
.

Information is cheap. The hardware is getting less expensive and more powerful with every new generation of computers. Internet connections are becoming a common good. In December 2006 nearly 13 million people in the United Kingdom were subscribers of a fast broadband internet connection
. The World Wide Web is democratizing access to information. Does this mean we all know how to navigate through the ocean of information? Unfortunately not. In order to cope with the overload of information users of information resources have to evaluate them. The problem is not finding just something (which is relatively easy with modern search engines) but finding useful quality information of trustworthy sources.

This is where the information professional can assist and guide users towards authoritative knowledge, might it be on the web, in databases or on book shelves. In an often confusing or even anarchic information environment the teaching of information literacy empowers users (students, scholars, teachers, doctors etc.) to evaluate the quality of sources and therefore raises the value of their research. In the modern society information is the common global currency, information literacy is therefore more important than ever before. The postgraduate programme which I am currently attending emphasizes the importance of information literacy. One of the crucial roles of the information professional is to understand the needs of the user as well as his information seeking behaviour. 
I would like to deepen my knowledge in this field of research which also might provide the topic of my dissertation. My personal interest lies especially in the information seeking behaviour of the “Net Generation”. From my personal observations I can confirm that internet, notably Google, as well as Web 2.0 applications like blogs, Facebook or MySpace change the approach that students have to information. The LILAC 2008 conference could provide useful insights in current research in this topic and enhance my knowledge and my skills as a potential teacher of information literacy in the future.

Example 4

LILAC Student Award Application

Why Information Literacy?

CILIP, the Chartered Institute of Librarians and Information Professionals, identified “The Information Society” as one of their professional policy priority areas in 2006. Information Literacy (IL) is an explicit component of this policy. There is also an Information Literacy working group within CILIP, showing how seriously CILIP takes this subject (1).

The term “Information Literacy” means different things to different people, but all agree that it covers many skills, or many facets of one competency. It has been alternately lauded as a new “liberal art” (2), and derided as making “all the wrong assumptions” (3). However, even its most adamant detractors use terms like “knowledge economy” and “information society” to describe the challenges of today’s world; all agree that there is a need for a proactive response from the library and information profession. Most of the detailed definitions, theories and tools for using and promoting Information Literacy have emerged from the higher education sector. As recently as last year, however, projects were undertaken to pilot new approaches to Information Literacy training in public and school libraries, both for library staff, their users and other stakeholders (4). These moves could be seen as the beginnings of a move towards more widespread adoption of IL across the UK library profession, which would certainly gratify those who hope to see IL supporting new models of public education and citizenship. Although the best-known IL models in the English-speaking literature emerged from Australia, the UK and the USA, conferences such as the March 2007 round table in Milan (5) attest to an international interest in the subject.

Why LILAC 2008?

My attendance at the LILAC Conference 2008 will be of direct benefit to my career aims. As a qualified librarian next year, I am hoping to pursue roles in academic or Government libraries and information services. In these sectors, Information Literacy and related competencies, such as Internet research support and knowledge management, are in growing demand, both as aspects of information professionals’ own development, and as services to the organisation. Having completed an undergraduate research-inclined degree in Physics, worked in a medical science information service, and then as a graduate trainee for the Civil Service, I consider myself to have a good practical grounding in both sectors, and would like to gain a broader understanding of how IL can be applied.

My postgraduate dissertation topic is likely to reflect this interest, focussing on Information Literacy in the role of the academic librarian. Among this year’s themes, “Supporting researchers” should prove directly relevant to my Masters research (and beyond). I expect to benefit from the keynote speakers, as experiencing a multi-faceted portrayal of an issue by senior professionals has always been a highlight of past conferences for me.

Reflecting on the presentations and blogging each day will help me develop my critical and professional communication abilities; both are essential assets in the Government and academic sectors. I would also like to contribute to the awareness of IL in the Library and Information profession and ultimately help develop future approaches.

WORD COUNT: 500 (excluding headings and endnotes)
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