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1. Purpose of grant

Grants are available for the conduct of primary research in the field of Library and Information Sciences. The grant is £5,000 to fund projects starting from January 1st  of the year the application is submitted  and ending on January 1st of the following year

2. Level and duration of awards

Applicants may bid for the sum of £5,000. Small Research Assessors will evaluate the proposal on the basis of its academic merit, taking into account its originality; its relationship to, and the volume of, research already in the field; the scholarly importance of the research proposed; the feasibility of the research programme; the specificity of the scheme of research, presentation and intended outcomes. (The topic for the AIR assignment must be different from the one selected for your dissertation)

3. Application and assessment procedures

Applications will be assessed by subject specialists through the evaluation of the following:

5 minute presentation of the application to a panel 

submission of the final bid 

4. Eligible costs

Grants may be sought to cover the direct expenses incurred in conducting the research, including 

Travelling costs

Consumables*

Specialist software

Staff development activities

*Consumables include the purchase of datasets, photocopies, microfilms, etc, and any other minor items that will be used up during the course of the project. Applicants may apply for short-term consultancy or salary costs for expert staff and for staff development activities required by the researcher in order to complete the project; costing to cover the organisation and running of workshops or seminars; attendance at conferences either in the UK or abroad.

4.a Items not eligible for funding: 

Computer hardware (including laptops, electronic notebooks, etc), books and other permanent resources.

5. How to complete the form

Please complete in typescript throughout. Applicants may, if they wish, paste word-processed text on to the printed application form; or they may reproduce the entire form in a convenient word-processing package. Applicants are requested to respect the regulations regarding font size and length of the individual sections. Please use 10 pt font size for your answers to the questions. 

Instructions for the application form individual sections (please provide a word count for sections specifying a word limit):

Personal details

Please note that all applications should include full details of the principal applicant. 

Title of project

Please supply the title of the project. This should give a clear indication of the nature of the project proposed. 

Financial details

Please state the sum requested to the nearest full pound. Applicants are advised to prepare careful costing for the proposed research expenses. Costs should be clearly itemised and justified in terms of the research programme. Please remember that grants are tenable for the period specified in point 1 above, therefore costs must not go beyond this period. It is essential that applicants clearly state the reasons why funds are needed. For example, it is not sufficient to state that the applicant will visit a particular archive: adequate details must be provided of sources to be consulted and the length of the visit must be clearly justified.  Similarly, applicants are advised that travel costs should be fully itemised and, in case of prolonged absence, that the length of time for which subsistence is sought should be justified in the application.

Literature review

Applicants must include an appropriate literature review evaluating publications and research relevant to the field of enquiry explored by the proposal (do not exceed the 300 words limit) in order to illustrate the research niche associated with the proposal.

Scheme of research

Applicants are advised that adequate detail on the research proposal is required and this should be inserted in the space allocated. Please do not exceed the 500 words limit. The font should be 10 pt (please do not reduce the font size below 10pt). The proposal must:

clearly specify the research objectives of the proposed study,

provide a sound rationale and description of the methodologies and sampling strategies adopted.  

set out a realistic research programme

Output

Please identify the primary product of your research. In assessing value for money, the panel will take into account the intended outcome as compared with the amount of money sought, although it is fully appreciated that some modes of research are more expensive than others and proposals will not be discriminated against on grounds of cost alone.

Plans for publication/dissemination

A great deal of importance is attached to the dissemination of research, and assessors will take into account how far the plans for publication or other dissemination strategies (eg workshop, website) have been developed.

Project schedule

A clear schedule for the project must be included identifying the estimated timetable of the research outcomes

Personal statement 

Applicants should supply a supporting personal statement to explain any unusual feature of their application, not accounted for elsewhere on the form (100 words maximum).

Application for a Small Research Grant

Section a:  Personal details

Applicant details




 Address for correspondence

	Surname
	
	
	

	Forename
	
	
	

	Employer’s details
	
	Postcode:
	

	
	
	Email 
	


Section b. Title of project

	

	Section c. Financial details 

Grant requested (to the nearest full pound)
	


Particulars of costs

Give a breakdown of the total costs that will be incurred, specifying the particular items for which application is here being made to the Academy.

	Item
	Cost

	Travel costs: 
	

	
	

	Accommodation and daily maintenance (incorporating local travel costs) away from home: please state number of days and rate claimed, for each location
	

	
	

	Consumables: please state item and quantity required 
	

	
	

	Research time: please state period of employment and hourly/monthly rate. Please specify how total period has been calculated (ie detailed breakdown of the costs)
	

	
	

	Other: please specify
	

	
	

	Total cost
	£
	Total sought 
	£


Section d. Literature review

Please provide a short review (300 words maximum) of the literature/research projects that are relevant to the area of investigation proposed.

	


Section e.  Scheme of research 

Please provide a clear and comprehensive  outline of the research project proposed (500 words maximum).

	


Section f. Output

Identify the primary product of your research (please tick one or more as appropriate)

	(a) evaluative report of an information related service or policy


	

	(b) creation of an electronic data resource


	

	(c) creation of a new service in support of a specific user group


	

	(d) other (please specify)
	


Section g. Plans for publication/dissemination

Please describe the proposed output from the research, and outline your plans for publication or other dissemination of the research for which you are seeking an award. NB you should identify at least two dissemination strategies and provide a profile of the target audience (eg 3 or 4 bullet points). 

	


Section h.  Project schedule

	Timetable
	Details of activities

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Section i. Personal statement 

Applicants are invited to include any information relating to their professional career which they may wish to be taken into account in assessing this application (100 words maximum).

	


