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Application for a Small Research Grant

Section a:  Personal details

Applicant details




 Address for correspondence

	Surname
	XXXX
	
	XXXXXXXX

	Forename
	XXXX
	
	

	Employer’s details
	
	Postcode:
	XXXXXX

	
	
	Email 
	XXXXXXXXXX


Section b. Title of project

	The user friendliness of XXXXXX Libraries for people from ethnic minority groups.



	Section c. Financial details 

Grant requested (to the nearest full pound)
	£5,000.00


Particulars of costs

Give a breakdown of the total costs that will be incurred, specifying the particular items for which application is here being made to the Academy.

	Item
	Cost

	Travel costs: 
	

	Cost of distributing and collecting the questionnaires from all thirteen Libraries within the London borough of XXXXXXX.

£16.00 per Library £16x13=208

Cost of travelling to the British Library during the summer where the annual conference

 would be held. 

50 Library staff in total, £10.00 per person, 50x10=500
	£208.00

£500.00

	Accommodation and daily maintenance (incorporating local travel costs) away from home: please state number of days and rate claimed, for each location
	

	N/A


	

	Consumables: please state item and quantity required 
	

	Cost of paper and printing

Cost of publishing the results

Cost of providing Library staff with tea, coffee and sandwiches at the conference

50 Library staff in total, £6.00 per person, 6x50=300

Cost of stationery used at the conference
	£300.00

£250.00

£300.00

£50.00

	Research time: please state period of employment and hourly/monthly rate. Please specify how total period has been calculated (ie detailed breakdown of the costs)
	

	Literature review 

Staff would be paid ten pounds an hour, they would be working for three hours a day and for four days a week which would continue for a period of two months. 

Data gathering and analysis

Staff would be paid ten pounds an hour, they would be working for three hours a day and for four days a week which would continue for a period of three months

Dissemination

Staff would be paid ten pounds an hour, they would be working for three hours a day and for four days a week which would continue for a period of two months
	£960.00
£1,440

£960.00

	Other: please specify
	

	N/A


	

	Total cost
	£4,968.00
	Total sought 
	£5,000.00


Section d. Literature review

Please provide a short review (300 words maximum) of the literature/research projects that are relevant to the area of investigation proposed.

	According to the article titled Social Inclusion and Libraries – a resource guide: Open for All? Dave Muddiman argues that the Library service in the United Kingdom is currently only superficially open to all and that in order to make the Library service inclusive for ethnic minority groups, they would need to under go rapid transformation and change.

According to the article titled Images of Exclusion: User and Community Perceptions of the Public Library, Dave Muddiman argues that a social distance exists between the public Library service and ethnic minority groups and in order to tackle that issue a number of research projects need to be developed which would aim to tackle social exclusion.

According to Roach and Morrison (1998), cultural distance and institutional racism are real problems and barriers to Library use for ethnic minority communities. In a case study, one informant commented that “the exclusion of black people within society at large has probably impacted on their use of the library which is seen as another institution which is excluding them” and another suggested that “people don’t identify with the library….the library does not share the communities identity” (Roach and Morrison, 1998, p138-139).

According to the edited version of the talk given by John Vincent on tackling social exclusion, according to one persons experience at work, some middle and front line Library staff see social exclusion as an issue which has got nothing to do with them “We’re already busy”, “it’s all a Government scheme – what’s it to do with me?” even “we don’t want these sorts of people coming in” etc. (Vincent, John 2004 p2)

To conclude, the Public Library service still has a long way to go for tackling the issue of social inclusion for ethnic minority communities. 
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Section e.  Scheme of research 

Please provide a clear and comprehensive  outline of the research project proposed (500 words maximum).

	Context

According to the various literature reviews on this topic, the Public Library service in the United Kingdom still has a long way to go for making their service user friendly for ethnic minority groups which this project would try to highlight and find a solution to by carrying out surveys on Library users and revealing the results to the wider audience so that appropriate action could be taken.
Research objectives

In main objectives for carrying out this research are the following:

1.  For obtaining feed back from Library users on how user friendly they think XXXXXX Libraries are for 

     ethnic minority communities.

2.  For revealing the findings of the two surveys to the wider audience.

3.  The result of the survey would be announced at Public Library conferences such as at the annual 

      Library conference which is held at the British Library so that appropriate action could be taken in

      making the Public Library service more user friendly for ethnic minority communities. 

Research Design

In order to obtain feedback from the public on the issue of user friendliness, a mixed approach would be taken. For example, both quantitative and qualitative research methods would be used.

Sampling Strategies

First Survey

1. During the first step, a large quantity of questionnaires would be distributed to various Libraries within the 

     London borough of XXXXXXX and the type of questions that are going to be addressed in the first set of 

     questionnaires would mostly be closed questions therefore, the research method would be quantitative.

     (Objective 1).

    The main objective behind devising this type of research method is so that a large return rate 

    could be obtained in the first instance which is ideal for gathering data on a large scale. (Objectives 2 and 3).

    The questionnaires would be distributed to all thirteen Libraries within the London borough of XXXXXXX   

    and because the set of questions devised in the first set of questionnaires would mostly be closed

    questions and therefore would result in a large return rate, fifty questionnaires would be distributed to 

    each Library. (Objectives 2 and 3).

Second Survey

2. During the second step, Library users would be invited to participate in a more detailed survey if interested.

    The types of questions that are going to be addressed in the second set of questionnaires would mostly be

     open questions and therefore, the research method would be qualitative. (Objective 1).

    The main objective behind devising this type of research method is so that more detailed responses could

    be gathered from the second set of questionnaires. (Objectives 2 and 3).

    The questionnaires would be distributed to all thirteen Libraries within the London borough of XXXXXXX and 

    because the set of questions devised in the second set of questionnaires would mostly be open questions and

    therefore would result in a smaller return rate, twenty questions would be distributed to each Library.     

    (Objectives 2 and 3).


Section f. Output

Identify the primary product of your research (please tick one or more as appropriate)

	(a) evaluative report of an information related service or policy


	(

	(b) creation of an electronic data resource


	

	(c) creation of a new service in support of a specific user group


	

	(d) other (please specify)
	


Section g. Plans for publication/dissemination

Please describe the proposed output from the research, and outline your plans for publication or other dissemination of the research for which you are seeking an award. NB you should identify at least two dissemination strategies and provide a profile of the target audience (eg 3 or 4 bullet points). 

	After the research has been carried out and the data has been collected and analysed, the findings would be revealed to the wider audience by the following methods:

1.  Your XXXXX Magazine. This is a magazine which is distributed to the houses of all XXXXXX residents    

     on a monthly basis.

2. Team Briefing. The team briefing is a news letter which is available online and is emailed to XXXXXX 

    Library staff on a monthly basis.

3. Inside XXXXX. This is a staff magazine which is available online to XXXXXXX Library staff.

4. XXXXX Essential. This is a staff magazine which is available online to XXXXXX Library staff.

5. The results would be published in the XXXXX Council’s website. www.xxxxx.gov.uk and so  would be 

    accessible to both Library staff and Library users alike.

6. The results would be announced at Public Library conferences such as at the annual Library conference 

     for XXXXXX Libraries which is held at the British Library during the summer.


Section h.  Project schedule

	Timetable
	Details of activities

	October to November 2006
	The title of the proposed bid would be suggested and the relevant literature reviews for this topic would be analysed in detail.

	December 2006
	Application for a small research grant.

	January to February 2007
	The questionnaires would be prepared and would be ready for distribution to the thirteen different Libraries within the London borough of XXXXXXX

	March to April 2007
	The questionnaires would be filled in by the Library users.

	May to July 2007
	The questionnaires would be collected and analysed.

	August to September 2007
	The findings would be disseminated to the wider audience.


Section i. Personal statement 

Applicants are invited to include any information relating to their professional career which they may wish to be taken into account in assessing this application (100 words maximum).

	In addition to the large number of Library staff who work for the thirteen different Libraries which are located within the London borough of XXXXXX, casual staff are also recruited on a regular basis who would be willing to help out in the literature review, data gathering and analysis and in the dissemination process so there would be no shortage of Library staff in that respect.


